
Report to: Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee 
(Regeneration and 
Skills)

Date of Meeting: Tuesday 12 March 
2019

Subject: United Utilities – Update on Increase in Charges

Report of: Head of Corporate 
Resources

Wards Affected: (All Wards);

Portfolio: Regeneration and Skills

Is this a Key 
Decision:

No Included in 
Forward Plan:

No

Exempt / 
Confidential 
Report:

No

Summary:
The Head of Corporate Resources has advised that the Committee had previously 
requested that United Utilities, OFWAT, DEFRA, BEIS, SALIX, BITC and Waterplus be 
contacted to establish their further involvement to highlight the need and encourage the 
development of the needed funding arrangements. 
To date, 

 United Utilities and OFWAT have provided contact details for further engagement.
 BEIS have responded but not provided any contact details for their department 

and they have advised that water management and flooding policy is handled by 
DEFRA and advised the lead is Sarah Hendry CBE

 Reponses have not been received from BITC or Waterplus

SALIX did not reply to the letter sent. However, previous attempts to engage with SALIX 
via the Client Support Officer (for our Energy Loans Support) confirmed that loans for 
drainage projects is not an area of business they were going to look at.
Via email, Jess Keedy of DEFRA confirmed they are happy to continue discussions, but 
this would have to be at the start of 2019 due to the large EU exit programme underway. 
Jess Keedy has more recently (Feb 14th 2019) confirmed that due to the EU exit 
programme, DEFRA’s team will be unavailable until the UK leaves the EU.
Given the limited responses to the letters sent from beyond United Utilities, OFWAT and 
DEFRA, a wider discussion about developing the needed funding arrangements is 
currently not possible.

Recommendation(s):

(1) Considering these difficulties and delays, it is recommended that Democratic 
Services write to DEFRA, OFWAT and United Utilities, highlight the poor response and 
that officers have been instructed to establish their further views as well as discuss 
suitable funding arrangements with the contacts provided at the earliest possible 
convenience. Letters should also advise UU, OFWAT & DEFRA that Officers are 
expected to update on discussions and arrangements at the 2nd July 2019 Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee (Regeneration and Skills) meeting.



Reasons for the Recommendation(s):

To comply with the previous decision of the Overview & Scrutiny Committee to update 
members on the issue of United Utilities Increase in Charges.

Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications)
N/A

What will it cost and how will it be financed?

(A) Revenue Costs
None

(B) Capital Costs
None

Implications of the Proposals:

Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets):
None

Legal Implications:
None

Equality Implications:

None

Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose:

Protect the most vulnerable: N/A

Facilitate confident and resilient communities: N/A

Commission, broker and provide core services: N/A

Place – leadership and influencer: N/A

Drivers of change and reform: N/A

Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity: To protect NW Authorities especially 
Sefton’s Finances 



Greater income for social investment: N/A

Cleaner Greener N/A

What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when?

(A) Internal Consultations

The Head of Corporate Resources (FD 5572/19) and the Chief Legal and Democratic 
Officer (LD 4696/19) have been consulted and any comments have been incorporated 
into the report.

(B) External Consultations 

N/A 
Implementation Date for the Decision

Immediately following the Committee meeting.

Contact Officer: Jonathan Williams
Telephone Number: 0151 934 4551
Email Address: jonathan.williams@sefton.gov.uk

Appendices:

There are no appendices to this report

Background Papers:

There are no background papers available for inspection.

1. Introduction/Background

The Head of Corporate Resources has advised that the Committee had previously 
requested that United Utilities, OFWAT, DEFRA, BEIS, SALIX, BITC and Waterplus be 
contacted to establish their further involvement to highlight the need and encourage the 
development of the needed funding arrangements. 

To date, 
• United Utilities and OFWAT have provided contact details for further engagement.
• BEIS have responded but not provided any contact details for their department 
and they have advised that water management and flooding policy is handled by DEFRA 
and advised the lead is Sarah Hendry CBE
• Reponses have not been received from BITC or Waterplus

SALIX did not reply to the letter sent. However, previous attempts to engage with SALIX 
via the Client Support Officer (for our Energy Loans Support) confirmed that loans for 
drainage projects is not an area of business they were going to look at.
Via email, Jess Keedy of DEFRA confirmed they are happy to continue discussions, but 
this would have to be at the start of 2019 due to the large EU exit programme underway. 



Jess Keedy has more recently (Feb 14th 2019) confirmed that due to the EU exit 
programme, DEFRA’s team will be unavailable until the UK leaves the EU.
Given the limited responses to the letters sent from beyond United Utilities, OFWAT and 
DEFRA, a wider discussion about developing the needed funding arrangements is 
currently not possible.


